
Sands Studios in historic Rotherhithe hosts  
the EDC Annual Lecture & the Commedia Festival in February 2018 

Now’s your chance to visit some of hidden London! 
 

Within London Docklands, the urban village of Rotherhithe borders Bermondsey and faces across 
the Thames to Wapping and the Isle of Dogs. The site of shipyards since Elizabethan times, 
Rotherhithe has seen considerable redevelopment since the days when it figured in Sherlock 
Holmes stories. Easy of access, it sits on both the Jubilee and Overground transport routes. 
Nevertheless, it still provides plenty of local colour for today’s visitors. A leisurely riverside walk 
from London Bridge to the Sands Studios takes about 45 minutes. For an itinerary that ends at St 
Mary’s Church across the road from Sands, see: 
http://www.stmaryrotherhithe.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1&Itemid
=2.  
You can continue that walk for another 15 minutes along Rotherhithe Street and over the historic 
Bascule Bridge to the Old Salt Quay, an excellent gastropub in a converted warehouse overlooking 
the Thames.  

 
Sands Film Studios houses an independent 
centre for film production, a theatre, vast 
costume store, café and picture library.  As a 
costumier, Sands have supplied period 
costumes to many film and TV productions, 
such as Poldark, Versailles, Queen Victoria, 
Wolf Hall, Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell, 
Mr Turner and more. Their own films have 
included The Children's Midsummer Night's 
Dream, Little Dorrit and most recently The 
Good Soldier Schwejk. Their workplace is a 
fascinatingly labyrinthine 18C listed building. 

 
Just opposite Sands are a group of historic buildings. First is St Mary’s Church , where a memorial 
marks the final resting place of Christopher Jones, Captain of the Mayflower, which took the Pilgrim 

Fathers to North America in 1620. Jones lived in 
Rotherhithe; his children were baptised at St Mary's 
and his body lies in the churchyard. Here the 
Mayflower began its journey to pick up those who 
were later to be called 'The Pilgrim Fathers'. St Mary’s 
organ, built and installed by John Byfield in 1764, is a 
superb 18th century instrument that has been 
carefully maintained to preserve the sound that 
Handel (1685-1759) and his London contemporaries 
would have appreciated. St Mary’s Churchyard 
Gardens boasts a friendly café that makes excellent 
coffee. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Jones_(sailor)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayflower


The Mayflower sailed from a spot just opposite Sands 
Studios, marked today by The Mayflower, a 
picturesque Thames-side pub on Rotherhithe Street 
with a small bar, upstairs restaurant and tables on a 
wooden deck overlooking the river. And at No. 70 St 
Marychurch Street, two stone statues of 
schoolchildren in traditional “bluecoats” still guard 
the entrance to the charity school house of the “Free 
School” of 1703, even though it has been converted 
into offices. 

 
Old Rotherhithe village contains many historic buildings, but perhaps one of the most famous is 
the Brunel Engine House, now the Brunel Museum on Railway Avenue. If you walk up from the 
Rotherhithe Underground Station to Sand Studios you will walk past it.  What remains is the 
entrance shaft to the original Thames Tunnel, with an information centre full of old photographs 
and details of the work of Marc and Isambard Kingdom Brunel in the area. Nearby, No. 1 Tunnel 
Road boast a high end eatery called the Simplicity Café and Restaurant, open weekend evenings 
and for Sunday lunch. 

 
As you can see, there is plenty to enjoy on a weekend 
in Rotherhithe all along that river front. Best of all, an 
especially exciting EDC Annual Lecture, Film & 
Workshops (about which more elsewhere in this issue) 
and the Commedia Festival as well, which is sure to 
mean that there will be some harlequins lurking about 
these streets. Let the dancing and laughter begin! 
 
 

 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brunel_Engine_House

