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Arches and Arcades:  
The Ballroom as Stage – refined patterns drawn by a set of 20 dancers 

Isabel Suri 

 

The workshop explores the figures in large formation dances that are to be found in German sources 

of the late eighteenth  and  early nineteenth  century. The example taken – Vingt (for 10 couples) – 

is  an early Quadrille, still in the form of a Contredance of the late 18
th

 century,  by Justus Friedrich 

Häcker from Der selbstlehrende Tanzmeister, Grimma, 1835.  
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